43        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Grant
CONFIDENTIAL.   Head Quarters Armies of the United States,
CITY POINT, VA.. Aug. 12to, 1884
Maj. Gen. BUTLER, Comd'g. Dept. of N. C. & Va.
GENEBAL: It having become evident that the enemy has sent north two if not three divisions of infantry, twenty pieces of artillery, and one division of cavaky, besides the dismounted cavalry, and a few regiments to Charleston, I have determined to see if we cannot force him to return here or give us an advantage. To do this I have given the same instructions as for the last movement from Deep Bottom. There is this difference, however, in the preparation. The 2nd Corps the only one out of line and foot loose, will march here this afternoon to embark in steamers. They will be under the impression, except the Commander, that Washington is their destination. To facilitate embarkation (ostensibly) the artillery and transportation goes to Bermuda Hundred tonight. After dark tomorrow night the pontoon bridge will be laid at the same place as on the former occasion. As soon as laid, or soon after 12 o'clock at night, the cavalry and artillery will commence crossing. The inf'y, which will all be embarked here during the day on steamers, will start so as to reach Deep Bottom about 2 A.M. the 14th.
I hope to have prompt movements and favorable results.
What force can you spare from Bermuda Hundred to be used north of the James with their expedition? Whatever force you can spare, reducing the force to hold your line to a minimum, I wish you to have ready to follow the artillery and cavalry soon after daylight on the 14th. I am, General, Very respectfully,
From General Butler to General Grant
1                                                                                        Aug. 12, 1864. 5.80
YOUR note of instructions is received. Owing to the recent arrival of the South Carolina troops I am unable to say just how many we can spare for the purpose, but I think 10 thousand men for a week's operations, and perhaps more if the 18th holds its ground for the present. I will write you in detail as soon as I can ascertain precisely.
Respectfully, B. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.